[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
DECEMBER 1996
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

no dreams cannot cope in life. However, we have to be careful of dreams. We
have to make sure that our dreams are cloaked with sensitivity and concern and
care. Joseph could only realize his dreams after he began to listen to the
dreams of others. Only after he successfully listened to the dreams of the butler
and baker and Pharaoh did he amount to anything. We must know how to
present our dreams. We must know how to share them in a correct way. We
also must actively work for them, always recognizing that sometimes we must
bear responsibility for our failures. The way we achieve our dreams is never in
a straight line. There are many ups and downs. We have to know when to
enunciate clearly our dreams and when to cloak them. We have to know when
to act and when to be patient. We also must remember never to take shortcuts
to achieve our dreams; ?hg only end: in disaster. Joseph tried to win his
brothers over by telling%‘gi‘;\ dreams point-blank. All it did was unleash terrible
hatred. The brothers tried to achieve their dream of ridding themselves of
Joseph by cloaking their act, but thé dream only ended in terrible bitterness and
heartache for both Yaacov and for themselves. Dreams are wonderful. We all

have to dream, but we should always remember that to make our dreams come

true, we have to know how to express them, and we must always work for them
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diligently and take no immoral shortcuts.

The rabbis teach us that the light of the menorah stood for Jewish dreams. On
Chanukah, we celebrate the relighting of the menorah in the Temple. Not any
oil would do; only the oil from the high priest. On the surface, it looks like all
our dreams are the same, but they are not. Only the oil which bore the seal of
the high priest could be used. We have to know how to implement our dreams.
Our dreams must be continually lit. Chanukah lasts for eight days. Our dreams
also must encompass more than selfish aims. That's why the Chanukah lights
cannot be used for anything else. They cannot be use for any other purpose but
to publicize the fact that we Jews have a positive dream. Let us always

implement our dreams correctly.

At the time of Chanukah, let us also remember that the Maccabees had an
impossible dream. They eventually accomplished it and they saved Judaism, but
only because they knew when to fight the Syrian Greeks and when to make
peace with them. Let's all hope and pray that we, too, will have the wisdom to

know how to make our dreams for the Jewish people come true in this century
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because we will know when and how to implement them in the modern world.
Let's all hope that we will realize this so that all our dreams will come true for

ourselves, for our people, and for the world. Amen.
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
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In life, we all need a hidden ingredient. Without this ingredient, it is impossible
for us to cope with our problems. We have to have dreams, concrete dreams.
Without dreams we cannot deal with all the obstacles life puts in our paths. We
have to feel that we are somebody and that we can achieve things. Dreams,
though, are a two-edged sword. They are absolutely necessary for us if we are
to lead meaningful lives, but, on the other hand, they can mislead us, destroy

us, and turn us into either passive observers or cutthroat, mean, vicious people.

In the Torah portion Vayeshev, we learn about Joseph's dreams. Joseph was a
talented, precocious young man whose dreams overwhelmed him. His dreams
were more important to him and more believable to him that his current reality.
He expected everybody to rejoice in his dreams, not realizing that his dreams
really spoke of his supremacy. How should his brothers, most of whom were
older than he, view his dreams that they would all bow down to him? Couldn't
he see what these dreams were doing to them? It was bad enough that he
dreamed that they would bow down to him in the material world, in the world
of the sheaves, bt:;‘e;lso Be dreamed that they would bow down to him
spiritually, in the realm of the sun and the moon and the stars. Joseph was

right to believe in his dreams. He was right to have ambition. He was
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talented, but he should have cloaked his dreams. He should have expressed his

dreams in ways that would have made them acceptable to his brothers.

One of the major themes also of this Torah portion is that of the cloak. Yaacov
gave Joseph a coat of many colors. Later on, we learn how the brothers took
that cloak and dipped it into goat's blood, after they had sold their brother into
slavery. They hwil presented it to their father, Yaacov, and Yaacov recognized
it; it was he who proclaimed that Joseph was torn by a wild animal. The

brothers had cloaked what they had done literally with a cloak.

Later we learn how Judah, after his wife died, met a woman, also cloaked, at
the entrance of Enaim, which is by the way to Timnah, who he thought was a
prostitute. Judah had failed to give her his third son in marriage after his first
two sons had died while being married to her. He had intercourse with her and
she became pregnant. When she, as a betrothed woman, was brought before
the court, she cleared herself by saying, "By the man who owns this signet ring
and cloak and staff I became pregnant.” She did not publicly embarrass him.

He could have denied it. She had cloaked his guilt conveniently and literally
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with a cloak. He, though, being the leader he was, took responsibility for his
actions. In Judaism, a true leader is not one who will take responsibility for his
successes but one who will take responsibility for his failures, take public
responsibility. Judah acknowledged that she was more righteous than he and
assumed all blame for the episode. That's why he and his tribe became the
leaders of the Jewish people. Sometimes, we have to cloak the truth so that we
should not hurt people, but at other times, we must uncloak it and let it stand,
so to speak, naked for all to see. Leaders must be willing to admit their

s wl s
mistakes and-take credit for their successes or victories.

We learn, too, how Joseph was undone when, as the chief steward of his
master's house in Egypt, his master's wife grabbed his cloak when he refused to
lie with her. She then accused him of trying to rape her. She had the proof:
his cloak. Joseph was not killed because obviously something did not jibe: if he
would have been the aggressor, it would have been her cloak that would have
been torn. He would have had part of it in his hand or possession. By her
grabbing hold of his cloak, she did not clarify the situation; she made it more

ambiguous. The rabbis say that Joseph should not have been there alone with
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her. They even go so far as to say that he was willing at that point in time to
go along with her except he saw his father's face and desisted at the last minute.
That's why he never went back to try to forcibly retrieve his coat. If he had, it
would have been much worse for him. Here the cloaking of the truth revealed

the truth. The cloak revealed her lies.

This Torah portion ends with our learning about the dreams of the butler and
the baker. The rabbis tell us that the butler was originally sent to prison
because a fly was found in the wine in Pharaoh's wine cup and a stone was
found in the bread prepared by the baker. The rabbis also ask, why was it that
the baker was condemned to die while the butler was restored to his post? They
say that if we look at the infractions that both of them were charged with and at
their dreams, we can understand why. The butler was charged with having
allowed a fly to fall into the wine of Pharaoh, but we all know that we cannot
control flies. We can do our best to prevent them from entering into a room,
but they may get in anyway. We can shoo them away, but they are so quick
they can come and alight any place they like. You can exercise the greatest

amount of care and still it is possible that a fly will fall into the cup. Finding a
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stone in the bread, though, is something altogether different. Stones do not fly
by themselves. Bread, before it is given to the king, has to be made. We have
to sift the flour, knead the dough, put it in the pan. If a stone is found in the
middle of the bread, it means there was gross negligence. The stone should
have been found out in the very beginning while the flour was being sifted and
kneaded and put in the pan. The butler could not really be accused of anything
because you cannot control flies completely, but the baker could be accused of
gross negligence. A stone does not get into the bread unless there has been

gross negligence.

The dreams of the baker and the butler attest to their differing characters. The
butler dreani} of a vine with three branches which brought forth ripe grapes.
He dream%l he took Pharaoh's cup and took the grapes and pressed them into
his cup and gave it into Pharaoh's hand. Here we see that the butler's dream
was an active dream. He was doing something, and in his dream, too, he said
that the vine budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its clusters brought forth ripe
grapes. He recognized that before he could exercise his goal of serving

Pharaoh, he had to wait for the right moment. He knew that for his dreams to
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come true, he had to act but he had to act with care. He could not take the first
bud and turn it into wine, but he knew that that bud cloaked the grapes which
were going to allow him to fulfill his dream of being Pharaoh's butler.

The baker, on the other hand, had a different dream. He dream®d that there
were three baskets of white bread on his head, and on the uppermost basket
were all kinds of baked food for Pharaohi“éle birds ate out of the basket on top
of his head. The baker had a dream, too, but he did nothing in his dream. He
was passive. What's worse, he was so engrossed by his dream that he did not
even shoo away the birds. He let the birds eat from the baskets on his head,
and, what's more, the birds did not even think he was credible. After all, birds
usually fly away from human beings. They even fly away from scarecrows.
The baker was so engrossed in his dream that he did not recogniz; fifﬁybody or
anything crv:::wt to his dream. He also did not feel that he had to do anything to
make his dream come true. We do not find him kneading dough, putting pans

in the oven.&tt ,

Dreams are an essential characteristic of our ability to cope. People who have




